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Downtown Evolution

By Jane DaufeldiE=xecutive Director

Jane Daufeldt

The evolution continues this spring Across the street is The Muskie Grill, a new addition to Dave

with many improvements in the Moody'’s restaurant businesses. He is currently remodeling th
Downtown area. location at 114 East Second Street.
First National Bank, is replacing Between lowa and Chestnut you will notice Bridgewater

their plaza surface with new colored Consulting and Beckey Insurance and Financial Services are
cement and steps for the Cedar Streatewly located businesses above Muscatine Travel and Miller
access. These outdoor improvementsHarrison Insurance. Marie Lindsay Furniture and Interiors ha
are a continuation of improvements renovated and expanded their sales floors which includes a
during the last few years to the main lower level.

bank’s interior and their Walnut Room Pearl Plaza merchants are also expanding. Annsarts has
addition on the east side of the build-extended her store to include a presence outside the new an
ing. Their benches, plantings and light-novel “home vignettes” space of Just Because. Sweet

ing will continue to enhance their visually appealing streetscapelemptations added a new treat to compliment their
On the northwest corner of Second Street and Walnut, Tdtalian Ice. Ice cream is now available and

Meeker is renovating the previously vacant three-story build-will soon have shakes and sundaes.

ing to include second floor apartments and an additional locarhe HallTree now carries a

tion for The Cotton Shop. The Cotton Shop’s second locatiorwide selection of fashion-

is almost three times the size of their neighboring store. Theforward shoes and

expansion helps to accommodate the demand for their prodwaatsessories for women.

and services. They are also now partnering with Neal’s Port City Underground . . .

Vacuum and Sewing Center to sell Neal's sewing machines aidded pasta to their menu Diversity Service Center
their locations and to use the machines for demonstrations amald the veranda is open of lowa

classes. Their original location will continue doing business for a lunch and dinner.

with a name change - The Cotton Shop and Company. In theJune 1 is the targeted Business After Hours
new store shoppers will find folk art fabrics (the darker col- opening of Green’s Tea

ors), cross-stitch and punch needle supplies. The machine and Coffee to be located June 23

quilting service that was upstairs in the old location is now otbehind the Crazy Girl

the main floor of the new location. People can observe the Yarn Shop’s first floor

process from the front window or from the sales floor. The location. Crazy Girl 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Cotton Shop and Company will carry the lighter colors of fabYarn Shop continues to

ric, and the classroom in the back of the store has been grow, now occupying

reclaimed for teaching. Gift items will remain in The Cotton two floors and a mezza-

Shop and Company location. nine stocked with a vast SAVE THE DATE
In the next block to the west, there are more improve- array of yarns, knitting
ments: Downtown Variety and Carver Ace Hardware has madapplies, room for class- Muscafuda 2005
changes in shelving and merchandizing while adding a self- es, socializing space and
service snack bar in the rear of the store; adjacent to spinning demonstrations. ~ Tuesday, September 13
Downtown Variety and Carver Ace Hardware is Salon The evolution con-
Incognito who recently opened a new business; across the tinues along Mississippi
street at K&D Clothiers is something new in their men’s clothBrive. The Clam Shell Visit our web site:

ing selections... SHOES are now being offered to complimerns now offering salads, S
the men’s fashion lines; and in the same block the new restaplus homemade soups (L 2 e
rant, Mr. Gyros, is a great place for Greek food or an and pies to their list of MU@@W[ NL
American favorite. > 3
Cross Sycamore, and you will notice changes at Carriagéarine’s boat dealership E

%
s

1

food options. Bend City

House Carpet One. The decor of the store is changing. The wmuscatine.com
wallpaper is up and there will be a new look on the sales floor. continued on pg. 4

The Chamber works to improve the business climate and community quality of life by taking a leadership role in the areas of business growth, recruitment,
information, advocacy, community marketing and improvement initiative, leadership development, and tourism.
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Downtown Market Analysis
By Gary CarlsonPresident & CEO

A common trait among communities that prosper is
the ability for individuals to work together for the
common good. Efforts are enhanced when organiz:
tions can combine to jointly sponsor, support, and |
participate in events, projects, or processes.

The lowa Downtown Resource Center, a divisio
of the lowa Department of Economic Development,
recently announced a series of ICN workshops aimed at helping communiti
conduct a market analysis for their respective downtowns. IDED has engag
Downtown Professionals Network, a consulting firm that specializes in dowr
town marketing, management, and planning to lead the sessions. Twenty Ic
communities were eligible to have sites and Muscatine was one of the cities
selected based on our applicati@MCCI , in conjunction withGDMA
(Greater Downtown Muscatine AssociatioB)AT (Community Improvement
Action Team) MAPS (Muscatine Appearance Projects) are co-sponsoring th
workshops and members from each organization are attending the session:
and, along with many other volunteers, are involved in a number of market
analysis “homework” assignments.

Muscatine has a healthy downtown and clearly a renaissance is taking
place. Many other lowa communities are envious of the investments being
made in our city and the positive improvements completed and planned.
Muscatine is being recognized state-wide for its efforts, allowing us to host
events like the Downtown Summit and Great Places, and designating us as
of only eight lowa cities with a Cultural and Entertainment District.

Why are we doing this? All four organizations see value in undertaking
this effort and we hope to make progress in the following areas:

» Document and build a case for more downtown redevelopment
and revitalization efforts

» Help to prioritize actions and projects

» Create benchmarks and track progress

» Gauge appeal and provide direction for marketing strategies
to attract key audiences

* Identify areas of economic strength and opportunities for business
retention, expansion, and recruitment

 Identify and lend support for business assistance programs and
economic development incentives.

Gary Carlson

More volunteers are welcome and three more ICN sessions are plannec
you have interest in participating in the sessions or in helping us undertake
market analysis process please contact Amanda Each at 263-8895 or at
aeach@muscatine.com

Please update the GMCCI Mailing Address in Your System!

The US Postal Service processes mail on automated equipment. Incorrect
addresses can delay delivery or possibly cause the return of mail to its sender.

Please note that we no longer have a Post Office Box in our address and
the organization should be listed as:

Greater Muscatine Chamber of Commerce & Industry
319 E. 2nd Street, Suite 102
Muscatine, IA 52761




Zibe Chamber Fvitiars

pil-lar
Pronunciation: 'pi-I& Function: noun
Etymology: Middle English piler, from Old French, from Medieval Latin pilare, from Latin pila Date: 13th century

1. a firm upright support for a superstructure 2 : a chief supporter
Effective Families These programs are sponsored by GMCCI as community -
Kathy BrookerCommunity Development Associate building initiatives and are coordinated by Kathy Brooker.

There is no fee to participate and additional programs will

The Effective Families program is growing in Muscatine. 3% offered in the fall.

Designed to strengthen family dynamics, the program has
local facilitators. These individuals work in teams to provide/oyth Leadership - A Success!
the FranklinCovey program. o Kathy Brooker,Community Development Associate
The material has been recognized by relationship experts for _ _ _
its successful strategies in building communication skills and pro- Thirty-three youth from Muscatine County graduated in
viding tools for personal, couple and family effectiveness. May from the first session of Youth Leadership. The pro-
This highly interactive workshop takes a proactive and 9ram is co-sponsored by Greater Muscatine Chamber of
preventative approach to help families gain skills and applycommerce & Industry and Muscatine Community College.
tools providing a strong foundation for more effective and The initiative is focused on preparing young people with
enduring relationships. Participants will build capabilities inbusiness principles as they transition into the next phase of

the following important areas: their lives. _
« Accepting responsibility and accountability for _ Classes were taught by expert leaders fror_n business anc
their roles at home industry. The fifteen classes covered such topics as process
« Becoming self-empowered and less co-dependent Mapping, problem-solving, coaching high achievers, dealing
in their relationships with difficult situations in employee relationships, metrics,
« Balancing work, marriage and family work ethics and styles. In addition, the program instructed
« Communicating effectively with teens students on Muscatine history, community programs, and

« Changing from the inside out and becoming strongService organizations.
internally driven marriage partners and parents, with A team project required the youth to apply lessons on
improved character and competence to keep relatidg@ming and planning to a community project. Projects includ-

ships happy and healthy ed after school programs, environment, networking, music and
« Transforming reactive behavior to life-giving the arts. The goals were to build skills and capacities from
proactive behavior. classes and from experience. Students reflected in their writter

4 . assignments that they were excited to learn new information
In April and May, Karra Wester, Michelle Spellman andthat would help them in life, careers, and college.

Sister Cheryl Demmer presented the material to the twenty Next year, Youth Leadership will be offered in the fall
staff members at Bishop Hayes. John Bacon and Penny with a sequel offered in the spring to high school juniors and

Jones have shared the material with the twenty staff mem-
bers of Colorado school.

seniors from schools in Muscatine County. Both sessions are
awarded three hours of elective, transferable credit from
Muscatine Community College. Students are selected based
on nominations from community members. All accepted stu-
dents pay a $20.00 registration fee.

Session 1 and Session 2 will be offered on the following
dates on Mondays or Saturdays:

Muscatine Center for
Social Action (MCSA)
started a series of four,
two-hour sessions on May
18. They are in-servicing
nine of their staff members

and twenty-one staff mem-  Session 1
bers from Community August 29 — December 12, 200!

Services' Monday 2:30 pm —4:30 pm
In May, Kas Kelly of Safe Streets began presenting the Saturday 9:00 am. —11:00 am

sessions in three of the united neighborhoods: Riverbend Session 2

Neighbors started Monday, May 16 and continues the third January 9 — May 8, 2006

Monday of the month through Nov. 21. South End United  Monday 2:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Neighbors starting Tuesday, May 17 and continues the third Saturday 9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday of the month through Nov. 15. Towers Neighbors )

started Thursday, May 26 and continues the fourth Thursd g,

of the month through Thursday, Nov. 17. Al_ug_Lthg 1(2:’ 2?05,[' A(ljlla_ssBstle\ :
A new Effective Family group is starting June 9. It is a{?h'méiﬂécfnﬁ"’.‘c f ic1a Bu L e

open to ten community members. It will meet from 7 to 8 a ]? t583'%%30gg§én'na :

p.m. weekly through July 28 at the Safe Streets Office, p14/on forms a e or

Mulberry. Call Alicia Bull at 563-263-8895 to register. abull@muscatine.com

gistration for Session 1 is dw_:




BPW Muscatine Presents Family
Friendly Award

MUSCATINE, lowa - Business &

Professional Women/Muscatine was
pleased to award Bandag, Inc. with the

6th Annual BPW/Muscatine Family

Friendly Award for their outstanding
promotion of family friendly policies within their work-
place. Mitchell Spivey and Annabelia Calderon-Flores

involvement of their employees and time off allowed to par-
ticipate in community related programs. Bandag also pro-
vides flexibility to promote a healthy work-life balance by
proactively offering a choice of either a traditional or pre-
ventative insurance plan to employees. Equal pay for equal
work is handled through a compensation system where jobs
are graded and classified with a specific pay range.
Muscatine has many local companies that continue to
understand the needs of its employees on both a profession:
& personal level. Understanding and meeting needs at both
of these levels result in better employees who have the abili-

accepted the award for Bandag at BPW'’s monthly meetingty to take better care of their families, which in turn makes a

April 13. The purpose of the award is to highlight local ~ Petter community.

companies who actively seek to provide educational oppor-  BPW was also pleased to award Stanley Consultants, Inc.

tunities, promotional criteria, community involvement of ~ With & Certificate of Merit for their promotion of family

employees, flexibility to promote a healthy work-life bal- friendly policies within their workplace. Thls_ is the second

ance and equal pay for equal work for their employees. year Stanley Consultants has been recognized by BPW. Bob
Bandag received recognition for supporting life long Berg was present to accept the award for Stanley Consultants

learning for its employees to maintain and improve their
skills and competencies through different types of educa-
tional opportunities and provide tuition reimbursement,
which allow their employees to position themselves better
in regards to job advancement. They encourage communit

Forbbon Cuttsng?”

The GMCCI Ambassadors joined Muscatine County in a ded
ication and ribbon cutting ceremony April 21 in celebration o
the opening of th&nvironmental Learning Center in
Discovery Park. The Environmental Learning Center is one
more part of théearl of the Mississippi Project&ow com-
pleted. The learning center has wonderful live, permanent,
and interactive displays for |ts Visitors to see, touch’ and |ear1ﬁ_ctured Ieft to right: Deb Hutton, BPW FF Chair; Annabelia Calderon-Flores, Bandag;

. i Mitchell Spivey, Bandag; Bob Berg, Stanley Consultants; Megan Randoll, BPW President.
about our local environment. The center has a multitude of
environmentally friendly aspects in its building such as its
geothermal construction, including high efficiency windows,
electronic sensors on some of the lighting and recycled carpgt.
A gift shop in the center will soon be open to enhance your
visit. The ribbon cutting ceremony was highlighted by the
Mulberry Elementary 4th grade class in attendance after win
ning a poster contest for the learning center. Mulberry 4th
grader Melissa Powell-Littler won a class drawing and had
the honor of cutting the
ribbon.Congratulations
Muscatine County!

Downtown Evolution, continued from page 1

and showroom at 117 East Mississippi Drive is making
a splash with customers interested in nautical recreation.

Clearly, our town center is bustling with activities|
and great shopping. The uniqueness of our stores is |defi-
nitely drawing shoppers from outside of Muscatine to
“experience” our Downtown by learning to knit or quilt
while you spend a day of shopping and dining in
Muscatine. If you haven't experienced the Downtown
area lately, you need to take the time to shop, visit the
proprietors we have in Historic Downtown Muscatine
and take a stroll along the riverfront! | think you will e
pleasantly surprised.

We are not finished! There is more to come with the
renovation of buildings like the Welch Apartments. The
appearance of the Downtown is truly in a Renaissange.

Contact: Curt Weiss

" Phone: 563-264-5922

Hours: 8:00 am — 4:30 pm, M-F
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm, S & S




53 Cuttmad & Entertasiment Upaates 0

Muscatine Cultural Alliance Endowment Dinner Cruise —
An Experience to Remember
By Amanda L. EachCultural & Entertainment District Manager

The inaugural celebration of tivMuscatine Cultural Alliance@board The Celebration Belle was

an experience to remember. This “sold out” event had a guest list of over 500 who enjoyed fine
dining, performances by the Muscatine

Symphony Orchestra and picturesque

views from the Mississippi River on y MuscaTiNE

the evening of Wednesday, May 18th. Mol irs -

The Muscatine Cultural Alliance Gala was a fundraising oppc N T A "IEHEE

tunity for the benefit of the Cultural Alliance and its member ~ Dringing art ~fcommunity Together

groups endowment funds. The Cultural Alliance was able to

raise over five thousand dollars in donations, a wonderful start for this new organization and its’ growing membership.
All endowment funds are managed by the Community Foundation of Greater Muscatine.

Amanda L. Each

The Muscatine Cultural Alliance, organized as a committee of the Greater Muscatine Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, is made up of a diverse group of organizations throughout the greater Muscatine area, who combine resourc
and knowledge to cultivate a community of arts and culture for all to enjoy without compromising the independence of
individual member organizations.

The Muscatine Cultural Alliance wishes to thank all our member groups and all those generous event guests in ou
community who attended and helped make this a great success!

For further information on the Muscatine Cultural Alliance/Endowment night contact Amanda L. Each at 563-263-
8895 or_aeach@muscatine.com
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The Good Old Summer Time
By Heather Shopp& VB Manager

June is jam packed with activities in and around Muscatine. Visitors fro
around the state, the nation and from overseas will all be making their
to visit our community. For some, the visit will be an opportunity to com
pete for glory; others will come to learn more about our culture, while o
ers will simply share memories of the good old summer time.

The Motorloway 500 The Motorloway 500 is billed as a “traveling

museum of motoring history”. Muscatine is honored to have been chos Heather Shoppa

a host city for this event. Over 75 vintage vehicles will line Second Street, from Walnut to Pine,
Thursday, June 2nd at approximately 11:00 a.m. Members of Motor Memories, a touring club,
make a “pit stop” in our community. The group’s vehicles will be on display for the public to vie
Scheduled to make the trip are models such as a ‘28 Ford Model A Pick-up, a ‘56 DeSoto Firefl
and a ‘73 Volkswagen Thing from Florida, Minnesota, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas. The Lio
Club will be serving lunch and helping drivers park their cars along the street. MCVB will distrib

BUREAU

mini black beach balls decorated with flames to the participants to promote the event with the the

“Great Balls of Fire”. KWPC will broadcast live from downtown and will play 50’s and 60’s vintage

music. Stay tuned! For more information, visit waivatormemories.com

Muscatine Area CelebratesNational Trails Days National Trails Day, Saturday June 4th, is

designed to bring greater awareness to trails, their many health benefits and sensory pleasures
also the day to recognize the completion of some of Muscatine’s Running River Trails, accordin
Randy Hill with the City of Muscatine. Mayor Richard O'Brien will make a few remarks in a cere

ny to be held behind Diamond #2 at Kent Stein Park at 1:30pm. Other events scheduled for thed

include a non-competitive walk/run, bike ride, and a doggie-dash. Each event will be held in a dif

ent location and will begin at different times. All events are free and open to the public. For mor
information on National Trails Day, visit wwamericanhiking.com

Swedish Tourists A group of Swedish tourists will again visit Muscatine June 15. They will be
coming to see the sights and learn more about farming in Middle America. Radio talk show host

Svante Stromberg, from Stockholm, has invited many of his listeners on his second trip to lowa @

Illinois. The group from last year especially enjoyed their visits to the Pearl Button Museum, Wi
Bison Farm, Hoope’s Melon Shed and the Pine Creek Grist Mill at Wildcat Den State Park. Plea
help welcome to them to Muscatine!

Watermelon Jam Music will fill the streets in downtown Muscatine on Saturday, June 18th, as thg

2nd Annual Watermelon Jam gets underway at 11:30 a.m. A free stage show, open mic stage and{j

tents” (nusic workshopswill keep festival-goers humming along all afternoon! The event focuses o
blue grass music, an old style of music born in the mountains of Tennessee and Kentucky. There
vendors selling food and craft items, plus there will be activities designed especially for children. Spd
include the Muscatine County Arts Council, GDMA, the MCVB and the lowa Arts Council. The

Watermelon Jam is free and open to the public. For more information call Chris Clark at 563-263-32

It's a Classic Summer in Muscatine The Watermelon Jam is once again being held in conjuncti
with the Muscatine Summer Classic Midwest Soccer Tournament. The tournament draws anyw
from 30 to 50 teams with players who range in age from 9 to13 from five states in the Midwest.
Tournament hours are from 8:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. During this time shuttle rides will be offereg
between the soccer complex and Downtown Muscatine.

These major events bring hundreds of visitors to our community, all of whom are looking for so

thing good to eat, some great entertainment and a fantastic place to stay. They will find it all, a

more in Muscatine. Muscatine is the place for fun, friendship and hospitality, especially in the ga
old summer time!

Suite 102
bfduscatine, lowa
52761

Phone:
- 563.263.8895

d
563.263.8896




BUILDING A BETTER BUSINESS COMMUNITY, EVERYDAY FOR EVERYONE

Welcome New Chamber Members!

As a Chamber of Commerce, we provide the benefit of referring your company first. Please kee
in mind the following companies and organization when looking for products and services.

¢ Beckey Insurance & Financial Services, Inc., 102 West 2nd Street Suite 4, Muscatine, 1A 52761
Contact: Mr. John Beckey, Owner 563/ 263-9700 wweakeyins.com
Business classification: Insurance
e Insurance and financial services.

Deb Hutton
Financial Services and « Culver's of Muscatine, 3604 University Drive, Muscatine, IA 52761

Membership Manager
Contact: Mr. Mike Jones, Owner 563/ 263-5601 wewwvers.com

Business classification: Restaurants/Clubs
» Wide meal selection including a savory ButterBuggehicken and fish dinners,
great tasting salads, soups & fresh frozen custard desserts.

¢ Muscatine Medical Association, LLC, 2109 Cedarwood Drive Suite 200, Muscatine, 1A 5276:
Contact: Ms. Michell Beik, R.N., Coordinator 563/ 263-4848
Business classification: Health Organizations

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

Communications Data Services, Inc(CDS) was the host  iGen3 Digital Production Press that can produce up to 6,600
of our April Business After Hoursvent held the 28th of the full process color impressions per hour (110 impressions per
month. Attendees received a tour of their facility and got to minute) and guests received some very colorful sample

see first hand how their printing, inserting, gluing and mail-items it printedThank you CDS!

ing processes work. CDS highlighted their brand new Xerox

United Business Solutios was the host of our May

Business After Hours event held on the 5th of the month.
Cinco de Mayo was the flavor of the evening as attendees
learned about their business of expense reduction and toure:
the newly renovated 3rd floor of the Medical Arts building.
What a great view of Muscatin&hank you United

Business Solutions!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

Citizenshig class
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

PC Focus Group
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

2 Retail Business

Development
8:00 am - 9:30

SCORE

1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Downtown Market
Analysis workshop
Musser Public Library

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

3

Downtown Market
Analysis workshop
Musser Public Library

9:00 am - 10:30 am

5 6 7

ICN Downtown Market
Analysis Workshop
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Citizenship class
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

8

Citizenshig class
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

9

SCORE
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

10

1

12 13 14

Muscatine Cultural
Alliance
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Citizenship class
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

15

Citizenshig class
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

16

Muscafuda meeting
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

SCORE
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

17

Exec. Board Meeting
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm

18

19 20 21

Citizenship class
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

22

Citizenshig) class
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

23

SCORE

1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

Business After Hours
Diversity Service Center of IA
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

24

25

26 27 28

Citizenship class
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

29

Citizenship class
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

30

SCORE
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR
DOWNTOWN MUSCATINE?

Community residents and business people will have two opportunities to discuss
possibilities for Muscatine downtown business development and marketing
initiatives at an open invitation Town Meeting & Workshop on Thursday, June 2 at
Musser Public Library, 304 [owa Avenue, from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. with a repeat
session on Friday, June 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the library. The public is
invited to attend either session.

The town meeting and workshop is a community-wide forum being staged to kick-off the
Downtown Muscatine Market Study project. The lowa Downtown Resource Center, a
division of the lowa Department of Economic Development, recently announced a
series of ICN workshops aimed at helping communities conduct a market analysis for
their downtowns. IDED has engaged Downtown Professionals Network, a consulting
firm that specializes in downtown marketing, management, and planning to lead the
sessions. Four Muscatine organizations, GMCCI (Greater Muscatine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry), GDMA (Greater Downtown Muscatine Association), CIAT
(Community Improvement Action Team), and MAPS (Muscatine Appearance Projects)
are co-sponsoring the workshops. Members from each organization are attending the
sessions and, along with many other volunteers, are involved in a number of market
analysis “homework” assignments.

The partnering organizations and volunteers are facilitating the study to provide
direction and recommendations for downtown business development and marketing
strategies. Gary Carlson, GMCCI President & CEO, said the study will include an in-
depth analysis of input collected from local business and consumer surveys scheduled
for distribution in the near future.

Karen Diercks, President of GDMA, said the town meeting & workshop is being
conducted as part of the project’s fact finding phase that includes the collection and
review of additional background information and an assessment of the downtown
business climate. Volunteers will also perform a series of field exercises and conduct
interviews with downtown business people and visitors during the coming weeks in
order to identify the downtown’s geographic trade area.

“The raw data and numbers collected through local surveys and other sources provide
one view of downtown Muscatine, but it's a rather impersonal view” stated Ann Meeker,
a MAPS and CIAT volunteer leader. “We’ll be spending time talking with the people of
Muscatine and hearing about their plans and hopes for the downtown. We'll gain a '
better sense of what downtown Muscatine can be in the future, and how the community
can focus its efforts to continue to make positive things happen in the downtown.”



Special components of the study, scheduled for completion later this summer, include
an assessment of opportunities for business expansion and recruitment in the
downtown business district and recommendations for the implementation of related
projects and activities.

Diercks said workshop exercises at the June town meetings will encourage participants
to share thoughts and ideas that will set the tone for local research activities and the
development of strategies and recommendations to guide Muscatine downtown
development initiatives.

“Throughout all phases of the project, we'll actively seek input from of the community.
We'll be asking several questions and exploring a broad range of scenarios in an
attempt to determine a direction that's right for downtown Muscatine.”

For more information about the June 2 or June 3 workshops and volunteer
opportunities, contact Amanda Each at the Greater Muscatine Chamber of Commerce &
Industry office at 563-263-8895.



